NEWBURY TOWN COUNCIL                                                               CIVIC PRIDE, ARTS & CULTURE


Minutes of a meeting of the Civic Pride, Arts, & Culture Committee held in the Council Chamber on Monday 29 November 2021 at 7.30pm
Present

Councillors Elizabeth O’Keeffe (Vice Chairperson); Billy Drummond; Martin Colston; Nigel Foot (Substitute); Stuart Gourley; Gary Norman and Sarah Slack
Officer present: 
Elisa Mullen, Civic Manager
36.
Apologies for absence
Apologies: Councillor Jo Day, Sue Farrant & Olivia Lewis
Absent: Councillor Steve Masters.
37.
Declaration of Interest and Dispensations
The Civic Manager declared that Councillor Billy Drummond is also a Member of West Berkshire Council, which is declared as a general interest on his behalf and a dispensation is in place to allow him to partake in discussions relating to West Berkshire Council business.
38.
Minutes



38.1
Proposed: Councillor Billy Drummond
Seconded: Councillor Gary Norman
Resolved: That the Minutes of the meeting of the Civic Pride, Arts & Culture Committee held on Monday 6th September 2021 be approved and signed by the Vice-Chairperson.
38.2 Actions from previous meeting
Actions were completed by the Civic Manager and further outcomes to be discussed through relevant agenda items.
39.
Questions and petitions from members of the public
There were none.
40.
Members’ questions and petitions
There were none.
41.
Newbury & District Arts Association

The Committee were presented with a report from the Newbury & District Arts Association on their activities of the past year and their forthcoming activities. This was noted by the committee who wish the organisation well for the year ahead.

42.
Art on the Park
Proposed: Councillor Martin Colston
Seconded: Councillor Sarah Slack
Resolved: That the arrangements for Art on the Park 2022 were approved.

It was noted that the surrounding houses on Park Way and Lime View would be notified of the event in advance. It was also suggested that should also be signage pointing in direction towards the event on the day to direct visitors in Victoria Park to the area where the event is taking place.
43.
Newbury Town Council Silver Anniversary 

Proposed: Councillor Martin Colston


Seconded: Councillor Gary Norman

Resolved: The arrangements to commemorate Newbury Town Council’s Silver Anniversary were approved.
44.
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

Proposed: Councillor Billy Drummond


Seconded: Councillor Stuart Gourley

Resolved: The arrangements to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June 2022 were approved.

45. 
Ebb & Flow Information Panel

45.1


Proposed: Councillor Martin Colston


Seconded: Councillor Sarah Slack

Resolved: Arrangements to instal a new Information Panel for Ebb & Flow, and the refurbishment of the current Information Panel with information about Lock Island were approved.

It was noted that a mesh to help prevent litter from going into the sculpture could be explored. The Civic Manager has this actioned.

45.2

Proposed: Councillor Martin Colston


Seconded: Councillor Sarah Slack

Resolved: The wording for the new Ebb & Flow information panel was approved.
46. 
Newbury Town Civic Award 2022

Proposed: Councillor Stuart Gourley


Seconded: Councillor Gary Norman

Resolved: Arrangements for the 2022 Newbury Town Civic Awards were approved.

47. 
Heritage Open Day 2021

The Committee were presented with a report on this year’s Heritage Open Day event which took place on the 18th September 2021. The event was the most successful one to date and sets a good foundation for the continuation of this event in the future.
48. 
Remembrance Sunday 2021

The Committee were presented with a report on this year’s Remembrance Sunday event. The Committee noted their thanks to the Civic Manager for the success of this year’s event. The Civic Manager thanked all Councillors who sent their kind words to our Macebearer, Anthony Hewitt.

49. 
Local Democracy Working Group


The Committee were presented with a report on the Meet the Town Council events that took place with the local primary & secondary schools, and a report on the Young Person’s Town Hall visit which took place on the 3rd November.

The Local Democracy Working Group will reconvene in the new year to explore ways in which we can move forward with engaging with young people.


An idea that was discussed and noted was to work collaboratively with the school’s Student Councils which are already established, whether that be Councillors visiting them or inviting them into the Town Hall. There was also suggestions that we should continue to be collaborative with Berkshire Youth and the Detached team as they are the experts in delivering youth activity. This will be shared with the Working Group.
50. 
Council Strategy


The Committee wanted to highlight their commitment to developing a youth offering and encouraging joint initiatives between young people and the council. This will be through our detached work and by being able to fulfil some of their suggestions (e.g. outdoor covered shelter).


This will be recommended to the Policy & Resources Committee.


It was also noted that Women in Politics is currently on our strategy but is something that can be developed moving forward.
51. 
Civic Pride, Arts & Culture Budget 2022/23


The amount spent against the current financial year was noted.


While the were no new items for budget consideration, it was suggested that the remainder of the 2021/22 under the ‘Youth Voice Event’ budget line is carried over to next year’s budget line.
52. 
Raising the Profile of the Council in the Community


The letters of congratulations that the Mayor has sent to residents and organisations in the community were noted.

53. 
Civic Events

a. The information regarding Civic events held since the last meeting of this committee was received and noted.
b. The information relating to future Civic Events as detailed on the agenda was received and noted by the Committee. 
c. Potential future events or activities:

No ideas received
35. 
Forward Work Programme for Civic Pride, Arts and Culture Committee Meetings


Nothing to be added to the forward work programme.
There being no further business the Chairperson declared the meeting closed at 8:55pm.
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